Sib John Lubbock presided at the triennial festival of the Royal Maternity Charity, and in his speech said it stood the test of time as regarded its usefulness, and during its long existence had succoured more than half a million poor women in the hour of their greatest need. Last year it had assisted 3,600 mothers at a cost of ?2,400, or less than 15s. a head, and he asked if it was possible to apply 15s. to a better purpose.
But of this large number they had only eleven deaths, some of them due to other causes than childbirth, and this showed that the charity was useful, not only in preventing the injurious separation of mothers from their families, but in reducing the death-rate. In 
